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PAPER  MONEY  OF  KLAIPEDA 


AT  LEFT;  The  same 
scene  in  this  1899  picture 
postcard  entitled  “The  Winter 
Port”  was  used  on  the  back  of 
the  1922  50  Mark  note 

(below).  Source:  Klaipeda  in 
Postcards  by  Kubilas  (1999), 
pg.  24. 
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By  ALEKSANDRAS  KUBILAS 
Vilnius,  Lithuania 
Translated  by  Algirdas  Kepalas 
[Originally  published  in  Kolekcija  No.  6, 1998,  pp. 

64-70] 

This  is  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  reunification  of 
the  Klaipeda  city  and  region  with  Lithuania.  To  better 
understand  the  origin  of  the  Klaipeda  money  and  the 
contents  of  its  designs,  we  should  briefly  glance  at 
Klaipeda’s  history  up  until  the  time  of  the  issuance  of  this 
money. 

Klaipeda  was  erected  in  1252  after  the  original 
Lithuanian/Samogitian  inhabitants  had  been  exterminated. 
The  Livonian  Order  therefore  invited  Christened 
Couronians  to  build  the  castle  and  the  town.  Even  the 
bishopric  of  Courland  was  established  in  Klaipeda.  Not 
finding  a good  ground  for  its  activity,  after  eight  years  it 
was  transferred  to  Ventspils.  From  the  bishopric  of 
Courland  era  remains  the  name  of  the  lagoon  of  the 
Nemunas  (Courish  Lagoon),  and  the  Courish  Spit.  The 


Livonian  Order  had  difficulty  preserving  the  castle  at 
Klaipeda  due  to  the  constant  attacks  by  Lithuanians. 
The  Germans  called  Klaipeda  “Memel,”  from  the 
name  Nemunas,  because  in  the  13th- 14th  ceutires  the 
strait  of  the  Courish  Lagoon  at  Klaipeda  was 
considered  to  be  the  mouth  of  the  Nemunas  River 
(Memel  Strom). 

Lithuanians  fought  constantly  wishing  to 
recover  their  lands  occupied  by  the  enemy.  No 
wonder  that  Klaipeda  was  often  attacked  by 
Samogitians  (1323,  1379,  1393,  1402).  In  1455  even 
the  castle  was  taken.  Therefore  the  town  grew 
slowly.  Fires  troubled  the  town  (1540,  and  the  great 
Continued  on  page  2.... 


KLAIPEDA  MONEY 

tiu*  ot  KS54\  foreign  invasions  (the  Swedes  had  occupied  the 
town  and  1757-1762  the  Russians),  as  well  as 

merciless  plagues  (1620-1625,  the  pestilence  of  1709-1710  alone 
earned  away  2,000  lives).  The  growth  of  the  town  and  port  of 
Klaipeda  was  slowed  down  by  the  competition  of  the  towns  and 
ports  of  Konigsberg,  Danzig,  and  Liepaja.  Klaipeda,  contrary  to 
those  towns,  did  not  have  its  own  economic  hinterland. 

Lithuanians  fought  for  Klaipeda  as  for  all  of  Lithuania 
Minor  by  diplomatic  means,  too.  At  the  church  Council  of 
Constance  in  1415  the  procurator  of  Vytautas  announced:  “These 
brothers  (of  the  Teutonic  Order)  for  the  sake  of  general  welfare 
should  leave  the  mentioned  lands  of  Prussia,  Livonia,  Courland, 
Lithuania  and  others  which  they  acquired  through  robbery,  as  it  is 
with  a part  of  Samogitia  including  the  mentioned  castle  of 
Klaipeda  because  of  which  statrted  a dispute  among  the 
mentioned  countries  and  which  those  Teutonic  Knights  admit  to 
hafve  conquered  this  way...”  But  the  Council  of  Constance  and 
later  councils  were  upheld  in  favor  of  the  Order  by  the  Holy 
Roman  Emperors.  Thus  Klaipeda  as  all  lands  of  the  Lithuanian 
family  conqurered  by  the  Order  not  to  mention  the  Prussians 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  Teutonic  Order.  Although  the  Treaty 
of  Thorn  (1466)  abolished  the  sovereignty  of  the  Order  and  it 
became  a vassal  of  Poland  and  Lithuania  while  the  region  of 
Klaipeda  officially  belonged  to  Lithuania,  the  Order  however, 
administered  it.  Through  the  Treaty  of  Oliva  (1660),  the  region  of 
Klaipeda  came  into  the  hands  of  Brandemburg,  until  1923.  Thus 
Klaipeda  belong  officially  to  Lithuania  almost  two  hundred  years! 
In  1 807- 1 808  Klaipeda  was  the  residence  of  the  King  of  Prussia. 

At  the  end  of  the  18th  century  through  the  three  partitions 
(1772,  793,  1795)  Lithuania  lost  its  statehood,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  19th  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century  when  Lithuania’s 
rebirth  started,  a hope  flashed  to  recreate  Lithuania’s  state  in  its 
ethnic  lands.  When  Russian  and  Germany  lost  the  First  World 
War,  Estonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania  escaped  from  Russian 
oppression.  Because  of  the  demands  of  the  population  of 
Lithuania  Minor  and  because  of  other  reasons  the  Entente  (Great 
Britain,  Italy,  Japan  and  France)  named  all  territory  of  Lithuanian 
Minor  on  the  right  shore  of  the  Nemunas  and  northern  parts  of 
the  Courish  Lagoon  and  Courish  Spit  the  Region  of  Klaipeda  and 
awarded  it  to  Lithuania. 

Handing  over  the  region  of  Klaipeda  to  Lithuania  was 
motivated  by  the  economic  needs  of  the  newly  restored  state. 
Klaipeda  was  the  only  port  through  which  Lithuania  could  attain 
the  wide  world.  A wide  hinterland  opened  the  opportunity  for  the 

growth  of  Klaip)eda  town  and  port.  The  Nemunas  basin  with  main 
'iver'.  of  Lithuania  was  free  for  timber  transport  and  navigation 
via  the  ("  ourish  Lagoon. 
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ABOVE:  1922  1/2  Mark  notes 
with  5 and  6 serial  numbers. 


ABOVE:  Military  money  with  5 
and  6 digit  serial  numbers. 
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FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan 

1910  ZALGIRIS  500th  ANNIVERSARY  F.O.B. 

This  past  year  at  a coin  show  I purchased  an  unsual 
Lithuanian  item  which  I suppose  could  be  classified  in  the  realm 
of  medallic  art.  It  is  a Fasten-On-Belt  medal,  or  “FOB”  as  they  are 
known.  At  one  time  FOBs  were  quite  popular  as  watch  FOBs,  and 
also  as  high  school  class  FOBs.  They  evolved  into  decorative  belt 
buckles  like  we  have  today  that  are  still  available. 

There  have  been  various  FOB  brackets  made  for 
Lithuanian  medals.  Medals  by  sculptor  Petras  Rimsa,  for  example, 
have  versions  with  FOB  brackets  on  them,  such  as  the  “Regaining 
Klaipeda”medal. 

The  piece  we  are  featuring  this  week  is  unattributed.  It  is 
copper,  about  the  size  of  a U.S.  half  dollar.  It  is  irregularly  round 
or  partially  octagonal. 

This  FOB  was  issued  in  1910  to  commemorate  the  500th 
anniversary  of  the  historic  battle  of: 

V 

Zalgiris-Grunwald-Tannenberg,  depending  upon  your  nationality. 

The  obverse  features  an  above-the-belt  bust  of  Vytautas 
the  Great,  who  led  that  famous  battle,  dressed  in  full  armor.  He 
his  holding  his  sceptre  and  staff.  The  likeness  of  Vytautas  upon 
first  glance,  however,  looks  similar  to  likenesses  of  Grand  Duke 
Gediminas  which  I’ve  seen,  don’t  you  think?  The  rim  is  filled 
with  inward-curved  flourishes. 

The  reverse  is  plain  except  it  features  the  text,  “1410 
KOVA  TIES  ZALGIRE  ATMINIMAS  500  METU  1910,”  which 
translates,  “Remembering  the  500th  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of 
Zalgiris  1410-1910.” 


DMITRY  MARKOV  Coins  & Medals 

E-Mail : 

MARKOV§BANET . NET 

Specialist  in  Russian 
coins,  orders  and  medals 
& Eastern  Europe  incld. 
Lithuania . 


Pictured  above  is  the  Zalgiris  FOB.  Do  any  of  our 
LNA  members  have  any  other  Lithuanian  FOBs? 
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KLAIPEDA  MONEY 

Ot  course  there  would  not  have  been  any  talk  about 
handing  over  ot'  Klaipeda  if  the  population  of  the  region,  with  the 
exception  of  the  city  of  Klaipeda,  had  not  been  about  80% 
Lithuanians.  Altogether  in  in  the  Klaipeda  Region  there  were 
more  than  50%  Lithuanians.  It  is  no  secret  that  the  states  of 
Entente:  Great  Britain,  France— had  hopes  of  political  and 
economical  gain  from  the  return  of  the  Klaipeda  Region  to 
Lithuania.  Nearby  waiting  on  the  lookout  for  this  booty  were  the 
Pilsudski-ites  of  Poland!  No  wonder  that  under  the  French  and 
Polish  influence  the  Entente  decided  to  temporarily  hand  over  the 
region  to  France.  There  began  a struggle  for  the  region:  Germany 
made  great  diplomatic  efforts.  France,  and  hiding  under  her  wings 
in  stealth,  Poland,  dreampt  not  only  to  annex  the  Klaipeda  Region, 
but  to  try  in  the  same  net  to  catch  all  of  Lithuania.  And  finally, 
Lithuania  endeavored  to  recover  its  seashore. 

At  this  time  the  economical  level  of  the  region  began  to 
drop  considerably.  Lithuanians  as  well  as  the  Germans  were 
annoyed  by  the  French  rule.  The  latter  dreamt  about  a Freistaat. 
Openly  and  secretly  through  their  consulate,  Polish  businessmen 
began  their  activity.  Under  this  situation  Lithuanians  started 
preparing  themselves  for  an  uprising.  A Committee  to  Save 
Lithuania  Minor  led  by  a cultural  activist  of  the  Lietuvininkai, 
Martynas  Jankus  was  founded  for  this  purpose.  Lithuania  of 
course  was  in  favor  of  an  uprising,  unofficially  it  was  supported 
by  a part  of  German  diplomacy  who  were  more  afraid  of  Poles 
than  of  Lithuanians,  from  whom  under  more  favorable 
circumstances  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  regain  Klaipeda.  The 
insurgents  led  by  Jonas  Budrys  after  some  losses  pushed  the 
French  out  of  Klaipeda.  After  the  French  the  Polish  warships  and 
the  consulate  left  with  no  gain. 

Of  course  the  complicated  and  dramatic  history  of 
Klaipeda  does  not  end  here,  but  our  objective  is  Klaipeda’s  paper 
money  which  we  have  approached  now. 

Many  of  post-war  Germany’s  cities  searching  for  rescue 
from  their  economic  shortcomings  issued  their  temporary  money: 
Notgeld.  From  1919  to  1922  such  money  was  issued  in:  Rusne, 

V 

Silute,  Tilie,  Karaliaucius,  and  fsrutis  [in  German:  Russ, 
Heydekrug,  Tilsit,  Kdnigsberg,  Insterburg].  The  appearance  of 
Klaipeda’s  paper  notes  on  February  22,  1922  coincided  with  the 
idea  of  Freistaat.  This  series,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  Notgeld 
series  (1/2,  1,  2,  5,  10,  20,  50,  1(X)  Mark  values)  was  printed  by 
the  Parcus  Brothers  print  shop  in  Munich.  This  Notgeld 
apparently  did  not  have  a great  economic  impact,  for  it  is  not 
difficult  to  find  them  in  high-grade  condition.  They  were  worn 
nut  more  by  collectors  and  dealers  in  paper  money  because  of 
‘heir  nominal  values,  especially  the  last  ones,  were  very  high. 

After  the  uprising  of  1923  the  Klaipeda  money,  after 

fveri  in  circulation  for  almost  a year,  were  replaced  by  the 


ABOVE:  Back  of 
Klaipeda  military 
money. 

RIGHT:  Klaip^a 
City  Seal,  with  text 
similar  to  embossed 
seal  on  military 
money. 


ABOVE:  Backs  of  1 and  2 Mark  notes. 
Lithuanian  litai  notes.  It  is  curious  that 
Klaipeda’s  money  (not  without  German 
help)  were  adopted  by  international  money 
catalogues  and  strut  around  as  paper  notes 
of  the  Klaipeda  Region.  Meanwhile, 
thousands  of  notes  of  German  towns,  even 
money  of  neighboring  Liepaja  (which  were 
started  during  the  German  iK'cupation.  had 


5 issues  and  circulated  for  4-5  years,  not  only  in  Liepaja,  but  in 
the  Lithuanian  territory  of  Palanga)  does  not  have  such  status.  The 
Klaipeda  Region  officially  belonged  to  the  Republic  of  Lithuania 
begmning  in  1919,  and  the  money  of  1922  (as  well  as  the  postage 
stamps  of  the  French  period,  stamped  on  French  and  German 
postage  stamps)  officially  should  be  attributed  to  Lithuania,  even 
though  temporarily  the  region  was  ruled  by  the  French.  Of  course 
in  their  local  catalogues  (the  texts  of  the  notes  are  almost 
completely  German)  and  the  French  (who  temporarily 
administered  this  autonomous  territory  of  Lithuania)  can  show  it 
as  their  regional  money.  It  is  a duty  of  the  Association  of 
Lithuanian  Collectors  and  of  the  Lithuanian  Philatelic  Union  to 
propose  to  the  editors  of  the  world-wide  catalogues  (Albert  Pick 
and  European  Philately)  to  research  the  question  thoroughly. 
Klaipeda  did  not  have  a status  of  a free  city. 

Klaipeda  paper  money  of  1922  is  multicolored,  all  of  very 
similar  style,  although  the  ornaments  and  colors  of  the  faces  of 
each  value  are  different.  But  they  are  all  united  through  the  coat 
of  arms  of  the  city  of  Klaipeda  which  is  inserted  among  the 
ornaments  of  all  the  faces.  The  background  of  the  1/2  mark  is 
blueish,  the  1 mark  light  brown;  the  2,  5,  and  10  mark  blueish  and 
organe;  the  20  mark  violet  and  reddish-orange;  the  50  mark 
green-brown,  and  blueish  grey;  the  75  mark  is  brown,  blueish, 
reddish-orange;  and  the  100  mark  grey-blueish.  The  German  text 
is  almost  the  same  in  all  notes  and  translates,  “Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  Klaipeda  Region,”  and  the  value.  The  numerals 
are  repeated  twice  on  notes  through  2 marks;  four  times  on  notes 
from  5 to  75  marks;  and  six  times  on  the  100  mark  note.  The 

serial  numbers  of  the  notes  are  found  in  different  places.  The  1/2 
r through  2 mark  it  is  below  the  value  name.  On  the  5 through  20 
marks  it  is  below  all  the  text  in  the  left  comer.  On  the  50  Mark  it 


is  below  all  the  text  in  the  center.  On  the  75 
and  100  mark  notes  the  serial  number  is 
above  the  text  in  the  right  comer.  Facsimiles 
of  the  signatures  on  the  1/2  through  2 marks 
are  positioned  one  way;  another  way  for  the  5 
through  50  marks;  and  another  way  for  the  75 
and  100  mark  notes.  The  date  and  the 
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Duchy  of  Lithuama  (m  other  words  an  alliance  coin).  But  since  it  is  counterstruck  by  the  Treasurer  of  Lithuania  we  cherish 
thts  among  the  htstortcal  corns  of  Ltthuama.  In  Lithuania,  the  Polish  6-grosh  coins  were  also  known  as  Sestokas  which 
appeared  there  tn  the  1 6th  century,  in  the  first  half,  and  later  blended  into  the  money  of  the  Grand  Duchy,  In  the  highland 
Russtan  Czar  s 3 kopeck  copper  com  of  the  19th  and  20th  centuries  was  also  called  the  sestokas,  contaiLg  as  it  did  6 hah 
kopecks  or  denejkos  rememscent  as  much  of  the  Lithuanian  groshes  as  of  the  Polish  6-grosh  in  the  same  coin. 


SILINGASffihdlmg.  (German-schilling;  Polish-szelag)  1.  A small  change  monetary  unit,  developed  from  the  solidus 
of  the  Oet^s  m the  7th  to  the  13lh  centuries,  equalling  l/20th  of  a monetary  pound,  valued  at  12  deuL  or  pfemugs  ^ A 
com  of  stiver  and  other  metals,  struck  from  the  14th  to  the  I9th  centuries  in  Prussia,  Livonia,  Hamburg  LLk 
Mecklenburg,  Shaizunde,  tn  several  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  in  Poland,  Lithuania  and  elsewhere.  3.  A silver  coin  of  Ingland  and 
Its  colomes,  valued  at  l/20th  of  a pound  or  12  pence,  originally  struck  by  Henry  VII  in  1504.  4.  A sUver  bronze  and 
alummum  monet^  umt  of  Austria  from  1924.  Likewise,  the  monetary  unit  of  several  African  states.  5.  A bUlon  coin  of  the 

Srim  A d '’y  Sisismund  Vaza  and  John 

Cas  mir.  Accordmg  to  its  Latin  mscription,  this  coin  was  a “solidus,”  but  in  the  vemacnlar  it  was  popularly  referred  to  as  a 

shillmg.  In  addition  to  the  stiver,  John  Casimir  also  struck  copper  shillings  (Baralinka). 


Silingo  monetos:  1,  Teutonu  ordino  Magistro  Fridrich  von  Sachsen  (1498- 
1510);  2-3,  LDK-tystes  (Batoro  ir  Jono  Kaziraiero);  4,  Prusijos  Fridricho; 
5,  Austrijos  Respublikos. 


SRAUBTALERIS/Schraubtaler.  A taler,  sliced  evenly  along  its  plane,  and  the  center  of  the  resulting  halves  hollowed 
out,  their  sides  lined  with  small  threads  of  opposing  incisions,  the  top  screwed  on  to  the  bottom.  Such  “cases”  were  devised  by 
Germans  in  the  16th  century  from  silver  talers  (and  larger  medals).  In  the  17th  and  18th  centuries,  Augsburg  became 
particularly  famous  for  such  products.  These  cases  were  used  for  inscriptions  and  photographs  were  glued  into  them, 
important  dates  were  engraved  incise,  or  documents  recalling  specific  political  events,  someones  birthdate,  wedding,  etc.  At 
times,  the  schraubtalers  were  used  to  pass  secret  information  to  prisoners.  The  production  of  these  devises  and  their  use 
continued  even  to  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century. 


Stampas/Dies.  These  are  instruments,  made  of  suitable  hard  metal  for  the  production  of  coins  (or  other  struck 
objects),  to  strike  in  the  design.  It  can  be  in  relief  or  incused.  Long  ago,  the  die  was  engraved  by  hand,  each  one  separately,  so 
that  the  coins  of  those  days  could  not  be  uniform.  In  modem  days,  dies  may  be  reproduced  (by  impres'sion)  from  the  original, 
which  assures  the  uniformity  of  the  dies  and  all  objects  struck  by  them.  Modem  dies  are  prepared  thus:  the  creator  of  the 
coin,  a sculptor  or  engraver,  prepares  a large  scale  model  of  the  design  in  appropriate  material.  Later  in  the  Mint  an  accurate 
metal  copy  is  made,  and  this,  reduced  by  a specific  pantographic  machine  to  the  size  of  the  projected  coin,  and  is  transferred 
to  steel  in  relief.  This  engraving  represents  the  obverse  or  reverse  side  of  the  projected  coin.  In  our  jargon,  the  original 
PATRIX.  Striking  it  into  another  piece  of  steel,  we  produce  the  same  but  the  inverse  or  incused  side  of  the  coin,  the  original 
MATRIX.  From  it,  again  by  striking,  the  PATRIX  is  produced,  which  is  now  used  for  the  die  to  strike  the  coin,  also  known  as 
the  matrix.  During  the  striking  process,  a die  growing  somewhat  blunt,  is  replaced  by  a new  one.  By  reprixlucing  dies,  the 
patrix  also  wears  down.  In  that  case,  we  return  to  the  preserved  original  matrix,  and  when  that  deteriorates,  back  to  the 
fwiginal  patrix  for  a new  one. 


SVINAS/Lead.  (Symbol  Pb,  from  Latin, 
piumbm).  A soft,  gray  blue  heavy  metal,  #S2 
atomic  weight  207.22,  weighs  11.34,  melts  at  327. 
It  is  widely  used  in  the  chemical  industry,  sealing 
of  merchandize,  in  bullets,  production  of  printing 
type  and  many  other  purposes.  Likewise  it  is  added 
to  special  brands  of  bronze.  Attempts  have  also 
been  made  from  the  earliest  times  to  adapt  it  to 
production  of  coins.  For  example,  from  the  3rd  to 
the  1st  centuries  B.C.,  in  India,  in  early  eras  of 
Christianity  in  Egypt  and  Numidia,  in  the  9th  to  the 
14th  centuries  in  Japan,  in  the  19th  century  in  Siam. 

TABAKO  “PINIGAI”/Tobacco  Money. 
One  of  the  primitive  means  of  easing  exchange  and 
reckoning  is  tobacco.  In  some  places,  it  achieved 
those  purposes  in  private  exchange,  while  in  the 
English  colonies  of  North  America  (Maryland, 
Virginia  and  elsewhere)  it  was  made  official.  From 
1618,  a pound  of  tobacco  was  here  equalled  to  three 
imperial  shillings.  The  acquisition  of  women  and 
wives,  brought  from  the  “old  world”  into  Virginia 
would  cost  100  pounds  of  tobacco.  Later  it 
increased  to  150  pounds.  According  to  the  Act  of 
Antiqua  of  November  02,  1644,  a thousand  pounds 
of  good  merchandizeable  tobacco  was  one  of  the 
severest  monetary  penalties.  Officers  at  the  garrison 
of  St.  George  in  Bermuda  in  1620  and  later  were 
paid  their  salaries  in  tobacco.  With  authentic 
monies  appearance  everywhere,  tobacco  money 
disappeared. 

jungtas  apatinis  su  virsutiniu). 

TAELIS/Tael  (Tahil,  tail,  tael).  1.  A monetary  unit  in  east  Asia.  According  to  the  locale  of  its  use  the  value  was 
varied.  For  example,  in  1833  in  Sumatra,  it  weighed  9.60  gr.,  in  Java,  68.36  gr.,  in  Siam,  about  60.65  gr.,  in  Tonkin,  38.27  gr. 

2.  A monetary  unit  of  China  (called  there  a liang)  about  6.32  gr.  , later  somewhat  enlarged,  and  after  the  1858  convention, 
37.783  gr.  containing  10  macias  or  100  candarines.  There  is  also  know  a silver  tael  (dollar-size)  coin. 

TAISYTA  MONETA/Altered  Coin.  A coin  “renewed”  by  counterfeiters,  by  adding  new  items,  altering  inscriptions, 
etc.  to  transform  it  into  something  other. 

TALANTAS/Talanton.  Greek,  for  balance,  weight,  value.  An  ancient  monetary  unit,  and  in  some  places,  an  exchange 
unit,  developed  in  the  Babylonian  metrology,  later  assimilated  into  other  Semitic  tongues,  including  the  Israeli.  It  is  speculated 
that  the  talenton  originally  represented  the  value  of  an  ox,  a popular  measure  of  value  among  primitive  peoples.  Large  bronze 
plates  in  the  form  of  an  ox’s  hide  have  been  found  in  Greece.  Its  length  reaches  to  about  a meter.  It  is  supposed  that  this  was 
an  ancient  metal  talanton.  Semitic  talentons  were  equal  to  60  minas,  which  in  turn  contained  about  60  to  50  shekels.  However, 
their  monetary  value,  depending  on  the  time  and  place,  varied  greatly.  The  Greeks  had  several  types  of  weights,  but  the  most 
popular  was  the  Athenian  talanton,  of  60  minas  (of  100  drachmas,  while  the  drachma  weighed  4.37  g.).  The  talanton  weighed 
26.220  kilos.  In  ancient  Rome,  the  talanton  was  at  one  time  used  as  a monetary  unit  of  exchange,  equalling  100  Asas. 

TALARI/Talar.  The  basic  monetary  unit  of  Ethiopia  (Abyssinia)  consisting  of  100  cents.  Also  known  as  the 
Ethiopian  dollar.  It  was  a silver  coin. 

TALERIS/Taler.  1.  A substantial  silver  coin,  appearing  during  the  middle  ages  and  the  onset  of  modern  times,  lately 
widely  spread  in  Europe.  At  the  end  of  the  15th  century  the  increased  momentum  of  trade  demanded  larger  coins.  By  an  edict 
of  June  4,  1474,  Galeazzo  Marta  Sforza,  Duke  of  Milan  required  the  striking  of  a silver  coin  in  the  value  of  a quarter  gold 
ducat.  It  was  followed  in  1494  by  the  emission  into  circulation  by  Sigmund,  Duke  of  Tyrol  of  a high  purity  silver  piece  called 
the  “Guldengroschen,”  weighing  about  32  gr.  and  equated  to  60  German  kreizers.  These  two  substantial  coins  were  quickly 
copied.  They  were  particularly  numerous  when  the  new  and  valuable  silver  mines  in  Tyrol  and  Bohemia  (Czechia)  opened.  .\t 
the  beginmng  of  the  16th  century,  the  Emperor  Maximilian  issued  a large  coin,  the  “Guldengroschen”  with  his  bust.  He  was 

Continued  next  issue.... 


Senoviski  stampai:  1,  judomi,  virsutiniai,  “smugis”;  2,  apatiniai,  itvirtina- 
mi  kaladej,  “priekalas”;  a,  b,  c — stampu  israizyti  galai,  kuriais  budavo 
atmuSdinamos  monetos;  3,  dukatu  pamegdziojimo  stampai,  vartoti  siokiose 
ar  tokiose  masinose.  Moderniskieji  stampai  formuojami  derinantis  prie 
istobulintp  masinu. 


Sen.  romenu  patobulinti  stampai;  A,  Faustinos  jaun.;  B,  Konstanso  esu- 


IN  LINK  FOR  THK  COIN  THERE 
, ARE  OWN  LAWS 

By  Rasa  Dzeveckyte 
Lietuvos  Zinios^  December  1,  2000 
Translated  by  Algirdas  Kepalas 

The  popularity  of  the  2000  lOO  litu  5oIcl  coin  honoring 
Vvtautaii  the  Great  is  revealed  in  this  article.  It  describes  the 
scene  ‘in  line’  at  the  Dank  on  Thursday,  November  30,  2000. 

Although  out  countrymen  cry  that  they  are  poor, 
yesterday  the  demand  for  gold  100  litij  coin  exceeded  the 
offer— in  the  line  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  yesterday  they 
tried  to  push  [scalp]  it  for  even  900  litij  [U.S.  $225] 

Since  early  Thursday  morning  several  hundred 
Vilniusers  and  guests  of  the  capital  stood  in  a long  line  at 
the  cashiers  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  to  purchase  the  100 
lity  gold  coin  dedicated  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania 
Vytautas,  which  was  recently  released.  One  coin  of  7.78 
gr.  of  weight  the  bank  sells  for  500  litai  [U.S.  $125]. 

The  Line.  The  numismatist  who  did  not  want  to 
divulge  his  name  asserted  that  when  he  came  to  the  bank  at 
5 o’clock  in  the  morning  he  was  the  199th  in  the  line. 

They  started  to  sell  the  coins  at  9 o’clock  in  the 
morning.  Although  about  40  people  were  served  every 
hour,  the  line  did  not  shorten.  A fellow  said  that  passersby 
were  surprised  to  hear  that  those  in  the  line  are  waiting  for 
free  bread  of  sausage.  But  when  they  found  out  the  truth 
they  asked  how  heavy  is  the  coin— maybe  it  would  be 
enough  for  a false  tooth. 

The  number  of  the  gold  coins  dedicated  to  Duke 
Vytautas  was  2,000  units.  These  coins  can  be  purchased 
not  only  in  Vilnius,  but  in  the  branches  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  in  Kaunas  and  Klaipeda,  too. 

Business.  A participant  said  to  the  reporter  that  the 
line  had  its  own  laws.  The  buyers  themselves  made  lists 
according  to  which  one  was  let  inside.  If  your  name  was 
not  on  the  list  you  had  to  take  care  not  to  be  eaten  by  the 
mob.  According  to  him  some  enterpreneurs  were  even 
selling  places  in  the  line:  “I  heard  that  to  get  ahead  50 
spaces  in  the  line  people  were  asked  to  pay  50-100  litij. 
Most  interesting  it  was  that  some  smart  alecks  who  already 
bought  the  coin  were  offering  the  same  coin  to  those  at  the 
end  of  the  line  for  900  litu.  But  I don’t  think  that  this 
business  was  successful  because  the  value  of  the  coin 
grows  with  time.” 

Press  representative  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
Mindaugas  Vinkus  confirmed  that  during  one  hour  in 
Vilnius  yesterday  there  were  sold  about  100  coins  (one 
buyer  can  acquire  not  more  than  two  coins).  He  stated,  “It 
i-ould  happen  that  we  could  not  sell  all  the  coins  physically 


during  the  day.  Although  the  first  coins  were 
scrambled  up,  the  amount  of  coins  is  larger  and  the 
interest  will  remain  the  same.” 

M.  Vinkus  maintained  that  there  will  be 
enough  of  the  coins  for  all  the  prospective  buyers: 
“The  value  of  the  coin  climbs  exacctly  because  its 
issue  is  limited.” 

PAPER  MONEY  OF 
KLAIPEDA 

(Continued  from  page  5....) 

signature  of  the  French  commissioner  appear  in 
French  after  a colon. 

The  1922  paper  notes  of  Klaipeda  are  not 
very  scarce.  The  75  mark  is  scarcer  in  Lithuania, 
the  50  mark  in  Germany.  Scarcer  is  the  1/2  mark 
with  a 5-digit  serial  number.  The  author  was 
successful  to  find  a 50  mark  with  a 6-digit  number 
(watermark-countour  chain)  instead  of  the  normal 
5.  This  variety  apparently  is  not  often  found, 
because  the  H.  Rosenberg  catalog  does  not  even 
mention  it.  The  serial  numbers  on  the  1 mark  note 
are  3.4  mm.  high.  On  all  the  others  they  are  4.1 
mm.  high.  Specimens  of  these  notes  are  difficult  to 
find.  There  are  ones  without  numbers  and  having 
an  inscription  “void  (Ungiiltig).” 

MILITARY  MONEY 

Aside  from  the  1922  paper  notes,  Klaipeda 
had  a 1/2  Mark  note  issued  in  1917.  It  was  the 
so-called  soldiers  note  used  to  buy  beer  and 
cigarettes.  It  is  seldom  found,  much  or  totally  worn 
out.  In  mint  condition  these  notes  are  rare  and  only 
single  copies  are  known  with  six  serial  numeral 
digits.  This  rarity  permits  us  to  think  that  after 
their  validity  expired  they  were  destroyed  by  the 
municipal  council.  Unused  ones  were  those 
preserved  by  German  soldiers  and  collectors.  Thus 
the  1917  paper  1/2  mark  was  the  first  paper  money 
of  Klaipeda,  totally  unlike  the  1922  Notgeld.  The 
note  is  undated,  measuring  62  x 98  mm.  On  a grey 


background  is  printed  a net  of  green  lines  in  2 mm. 
, squares  to  which  crisscrossing  diagonals  give  a 
grayish-greenish  impression.  Practically  this  coloring 
is  typical  only  to  the  notes  in  good  condition.  In  the 
mddle  of  the  note  are  found  two  parallel 
grayish-greenish  circles  of  20  mm.  diameter  showing 
symbolic  figures  (most  likely  representing  Germany 
and  Klaipeda). 

In  the  upper  left  side  there  is  blank  space  circle 
17  mm.  in  diameter  to  place  an  imbossed  stamp,  but 
the  stamp  (ca.  25  mm.)  was  much  bigger  than  the 
space  provided.  In  the  numismatic  literature,  these 
notes  are  mentioned  coming  without  a relief  stamp, 
too.  This  author  however  has  not  yet  seen  unused  notes 
without  the  relief  stamps.  The  stamp  inscription 
translates  “Royal  Prussian  Sea  and  Commercial  City  of 
Klaipeda”  and  is  placed  around  the  coat  of  arms  of 
Klaipeda  in  the  center. 

It  seems  that  using  the  relief  stamps  the  issues 
of  the  money  wanted  to  protect  themselves  from 
counterfeiters.  Without  the  stamps  maybe  only  a small 
amount  could  through  error  get  into  circulation.  But 
such  could  have  been  singles  only.  Then,  if  a note 
came  into  unfavorable  surroundings  (soaked  near  the 
body  or  pressed),  relief  imprints  could  disappear.  Also 
notes  should  not  be  deemed  as  without  relief  stamps 
which  have  been  in  circulation  for  a long  time.  They 
usually  lose  not  only  countour  imprints,  but  the  color, 
too.  Earlier  it  was  maintained  that  of  these  notes  there 
were  only  over  10,000  printed.  Now  we  dare  say  that 
more  than  106,000  of  them  were  printed  (see 
example).  On  the  top  right  corner  of  the  face  the  letter 
of  the  series  A appears,  along  with  a 5 or  6-digit  (the  6 
is  rare)  serial  number.  In  the  second  line  appears  in 
small  print,  “Voucher  of  the  Pay  Office  of  the  City  of 
Klaipeda.”  In  the  third  line  in  large  letters  the  value  of 
the  note  appears  in  red:  “One-Half  1/2  Mark.”  In  the 
4th  and  5th  lines  “Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of 
Klaipeda”  and  on  the  6th  line  facsimiles  of  signatures 
of  Altenberg  and  Grabow. 

On  the  back  the  first  and  second  lines  show 
information  that  the  money  is  valid  until  recalled  in  the 
newspaper  Memeler  Dampfboot  by  the  Municipal 

Council,  in  the  third  line  red,  like  on  the  other  side,  the 
value  of  the  note  surrounded  by  a 4 mm.  oval  fram  of 
a geometric  ornament.  The  texts,  except  the  value,  is 
printed  in  black.  The  texts  of  both  sides  are  surrounded 
by  a frame  of  geometric  ornaments. 


COIN  MARKS  NEW  g 
MILLENNIUM 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  a .925  silver  proof 
50  litq  coin  on  Wednesday,  December  27,  2(XX)  to 
commemorate  the  new  millennium.  The  coin  was  designed 
by  sculptor  Rytas  Belevicius  and  has  a mintage  of  3,000 
pieces.  It  is  38.61  mm.  in  diameter  and  weighs  28.28  gr. 

The  obverse  depicts  the  Vytis  emblem  and  shield  in 
the  center.  The  surrounding  design  consists  of  a stylized 
rainbow  with  three  4-pointed  stars,  and  one  6-pointed  star 
incused.  The  Lithuanian  mintmark  “LMK”  appears  in  the 
lower  right  of  the  rainbow.  The  legend  reads  “LIETUVA 
50  LITy. 


The  reverse  shows  a stylized  pattern  of  sun  rays 
protruding  from  the  sun  in  the  center,  forming  a cross.  In 
the  distance  is  an  arch  and  open  door.  The  date  “2(X)0” 
appears  at  the  bottom  of  the  cross.  The  initials  of  the 
designer  Rytas  Belevicius  “BR”  appear  to  the  right  of  the 
right  door,  lower  right. 

The  edge  of  the  coin  is  inscribed  twice  with  the 
latin  phrase,  “SALVE  NOVUM  MILLENNIUM,” 
meaning  “The  New  Millennium.” 

The  coin  was  originally  issued  for  the  price  of  90 
litai  (U.S.  $22.50)  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 
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LNA  MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 

W c would  like  lo  keep  our  members  inl'onned  about  the  LNA.  We  thank  all  of  our  members  for  their  support  during 
the  past  24  \ears.  We  have  kept  the  subscription/membership  rate  at  $15  for  several  years,  despite  postal  and  printing 
increases.  However,  we  now  find  that  our  Institutional  copies,  especially  those  overseas,  are  getting  expensive.  We  would  like 
to  ask  our  members  who  are  able  to,  to  help  sponsor  a subscription.  Even  $5  or  $10  towards  this  would  help.  We  want  The 
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A big  “thank-you”  to  Aleksandras  Kubilas,  Ignas  Ropininkas,  and  Eugenijus  Ivanauskas,  all  of  Lithuania,  for 
supplying  us  with  copies  of  articles  for  The  Knight!  Also  for  Algirdas  Kepalas  of  NY  for  translating  them  for  us!  If  anyone 
wants  to  help  translating,  let  this  editor  know! 
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I-Amcrican  Numismatic  Association,  Colorado 
I American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York 
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347-Audrius  V.  Plioplys,  Chicago,  IL 
324-Anne  Pridala,  Crown  Point,  IN 
138- Aleksandras  Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD 
385-Haralds  K.  Robeznieks,  San  Francisco,  CA 
I-Ignas  Ropininkas,  Kaunas,  Lithuania 
264-Judson  P.  Saviskas,  Riverside,  CT 
366-David  L.  Schatz,  McConald,  PA 
126- Xavier  Servais,  Toumai,  Belgium 
360-Dennis  R.  Shaltanis,  Ankeny,  LA 
CM-Peter  Shulin,  Washington,  PA 
284-Sharon  M.  Sienuta,  Dracut,  Mass 

383- Vincent  J.  Skelte,  Lake  Worth,  FL 
268-Alfonsas  Stanevicius,  Burlington,  Ontario  Can 
CM-Karl  Stephens,  Fallbrook,  CA 
336- Arthur  J.  Stetkis,  Brockton,  MA 
390-Laddy  Stines,  Danville,  IL 

381 - Edward  Tamosaitis,  Scranton,  PA 

388- John  R.  Udinsky,  Ambler,  PA 
CM-William  Velms,  Ansonia,  CT 
267-Eugene  Vidmantas,  Rochester,  NY 

384- George  Wanta,  Hudson,  PA 
I-World  Coin  News,  lola,  WI 
CM-Kazmier  Wysocki,  S.  Hackensack,  NJ 


200-Michael  Yanuskevich,  Nashua,  NH 
306-Victor  Zilaitis,  Sun  City  Center,  FL 
327-K.  Paul  Zygas,  Tempe,  AZ 


WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

Need  something  for  your 
collection  or  to  give  as  a gift?  See 
what  I’ve  got  to  offer.  Let  me  E-mail 
you  my  price  list. 

albionfp@hotmail.com 

FOR  SALE:  Lithuanian  2000 
collector  coin  set,  $25. 

Huge  hard-cover  book, 
“Lithuania  in  Medals/Lietuva 
Medaliuose”  16th-early  20th  centuries, 
by  Vada,  1998.  Color,  highly 
illustrated.  221  pages.  $50. 

Book  by  A.  Kubilas,  “WWII 
Russian-German  Occupations  in 
Lithuania  Catalog.”  $35. 

COIN:  1999  1 litas  “Baltic 
Way”  commemorative,  UNC.  $3.00. 

Paper  note:  LATVIA,  German 
occupation  3-Punkte.  1945  exp.  with 
Latvian  imprint.  Very  Scarce!  Great 
condition  $55. 

LITHUANIA  10-punkte,  1945 
exp.  excellent  condition  $60. 

Pick-27  1930  20  Litq,  XF  $60. 

Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton 
St.,  Albion,  Ml  49224. 

FOR  SALE:  2000  50  litq  silver 
proof  “10th  anniversary  of 
independence”  coin.  $75.  Balzekas 
Musuem  of  Lithuanian  Culture,  6500 
S.  Pulaski  Rd.,  Chicago,  IL  60629. 
E-mail: 

giftshop®  lithuanianmuseum.org 


